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The New York State Association for Career and Technical Education (NYSACTE) is a membership 
organization representing over 10,000 CTE educators who provide student programs in Family 
and Consumer Sciences, Technology, Health Sciences, Agriculture, Business & Marketing and 
Trade & Technical. NYSACTE presents this position paper in support of changes to the New York 
State graduation requirements and a model that will provide all students with the opportunity 
to explore career pathways based on enhanced Middle Level Units of Study, 15-unit Early High 
School Foundation and 7-unit Commencement Concentration Pathways. NYSACTE believes 
these suggested changes will increase student engagement, involve students more deeply in 
career and college planning and result in increased numbers of students graduating from high 
school. Thus, the following proposal is offered for redesign of the high school experience in 
NYS. The Early High School Foundation and Commencement Concentration Pathways model is 
informally known as the 15/7 proposal. 

Recent discussions by the Board of Regents, members of the Legislature and the business 
community have focused on the career-ready side of the College and Career Readiness mantra. 
This conversation has opened up the deeper question about the role of high school in 
preparation for careers and how to address a number of attendant issues in both school 
performance and economic development. In 2014, the Board of Regents established five 
assessment pathways to graduation: Humanities, STEM, CTE, LOTE and Arts. This permits 
students to substitute a math or science Regents examination, yet-to-be-determined 
alternative assessments in the Arts and LOTE or one of the approved CTE assessments for a 
Regents examination. 
 
Establishment of the assessment pathways was an important step forward and introduced 
career pathways into the conversation concerning completion of high school. While significant, 
NYSACTE believes that this action is insufficient to fully prepare students to be college and 
career ready. A program of study is required to assure success in passing a pathway 
assessment. If there is no change in the required course
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Completion of each pathway should require a rigorous sequential program of study to develop 
academic, technical and career/life competencies and the ability to challenge the assessments 
successfully. Creating a concept of “pathways” introduces the notion that all students do not 
need identical learning experiences to demonstrate college and career readiness. 
Personalization of learning can enhance student and parent engagement with choices that are 
more relevant to student interests and talents. We must provide students with additional 
choice in courses and experiences as they pursue high school completion. We need a new and 
serious redesign of high school to raise student engagement and graduation rates. Taking a 
broader, more comprehensive view to add personalization to the high school diploma 
requirements will demonstrate visionary leadership rather than tinkering around the margins of 
antiquated requirements. 
 
NYSACTE believes that all students should complete a base level of similar academic and career 
coursework that includes experiences with the Humanities, CTE, STEM, the Arts, LOTE, work-
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acquire a set of stackable credentials, certificates, diplomas and degrees that can be built upon 
throughout their work life and career.
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 Regents Diploma or Regents Diploma with a pathway endorsement 
 Regents Diploma with advanced designation or with a pathway endorsement 

Proposal for a 7-12 Career Pathway Model 

There are three key inflection points in a student’s secondary school experience: entry into 
middle s
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Early High School Foundation places emphasis 
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Commencement Concentration Pathways focuses on the academic, technical and career/life 
skills necessary to pursue a career interest, providing choice in meeting core requirements and 
pathway-related coursework to form a concentration, opportunity to participate in advanced 
studies and earn advanced standing and/or dual credit, participation in work-based learning 
related to the pathway concentration, access to a pathway assessment and development of an 
employability profile and a postsecondary career plan. (7 credits) 

Commencement Concentration Pathways6 
College and Career Readiness for All Students (7 Credits) 

Element Humanities CTE7 STEM Arts LOTE 
Social Studies: discrete, 
integrated or specialized 

2   1 1 

ELA: discrete, integrated or 
specialized 

1  1 1 1 

Science: discrete, integrated or 
specialized 

1 1  1 1 

Math: discrete, integrated or 
specialized 

1 1  1 1 

Technical Writing, Speaking 
and Listening 

Option for 4
th

 
ELA 

1 
Option for 4

th
 

ELA 
Option for 4

th
 

ELA 
Option for 4

th
 

ELA 

Regents/AP/IB or College Level 
Math 

  2   

Regents/AP/IB or College Level 
Science 

  2   

Concentration: At least one 
career or college ready course: 
AP, IB, CTE or college level 

2 
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Recommendations to Place Career Ready on an Equal Footing with College Ready 
 

1. Define College and Career ready.  
 

2. Adopt the NYSACTE Middle Level Units of Study and the Early High School Foundation 
and 


